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Abstract

Women have a special place in most literary works of the world,
especially the literature of Iran, considering the time requirements of
each period. Women have been able to fulfill their duties well alongside
men. However, in some periods we witness the decline of their status
and position. The process of women's behavior and conduct is not only
present in lyrical and dramatic works, but also in epic works that are
derived from deep ethnic, national and religious beliefs, and is well
reflected. Meanwhile, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Iranshah's
Kushnameh make a great contribution to the social history of women in
Iran. It is true that in quantitative terms, a much smaller volume of epic
works has been devoted to women, but their prominent role in many
epic stories cannot be ignored in any way. Ferdowsi's Shahnameh has
played a fundamental role in reflecting various aspects of human life in
different periods of history. In this valuable work, women are present
not only as secondary characters, but also as influential and
multifaceted actors with diverse roles such as lovers, wise men,
warriors, and sometimes even traitors. This indicates Ferdowsi's deep
insight into social structures and the position of women in society. In
the Koushnameh, despite its special importance as an epic and cultural
work, the personality and role of women have not been given sufficient
attention and study. This research deficiency has provided a basis for
analyzing the position and identity of women in this work, in
comparison with the Shahnameh, to be more necessary.

Keywords: Women, Characterization, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Kooshnameh,
Social Structure.
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