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Abstract

Including texts by Sufi writers in textbooks has an undeniable negative
impact on creating and consolidating sectarian beliefs, ideas, and
opinions in the minds and actions of students, and helps promote the
spirit of passivity and Ash'ari determinism in Iranian Shiite society.
This research was conducted using a descriptive method based on
library data to examine the position of Sufism in secondary school
Persian textbooks. In the textbooks of Persian literature for secondary
school, texts selected from ancient sources are dedicated to describing
and introducing Sufi figures who have fundamental conflicts and
contradictions in religious foundations, theological issues, and the
beliefs and ideas of Twelver Shiism. Apart from addressing famous
figures such as Hafez, Rumi, Sana'i, Shams Tabrizi, Muhammad
Ghazali, Khwaja Abdullah Ansari, Baba Taher Aryan, etc., the names
and texts of lesser-known figures such as Abu Sa'id Abul-Khair, Fakhr
al-Din Iragi, Ezz al-Din Kashani, Rashid al-Din Meybodi, Abul-Qasim
Qushiri, Mahmoud Shabestari, etc. have been used. The findings of the
study show that in some Persian literature textbooks, authors have not
introduced historical and religious figures and symbols in a balanced
and logical manner, neglecting many of them and focusing on some,
such as the Sufi figures of the Ash'ari Sunni tradition. In order to relieve
boredom and dullness and create interest, attraction and mental
excitement in students, they attribute strange and legendary deeds to
these Sufi figures in the form of "mercies"”, and with writing techniques
such as "believability techniques”, they instill it as reality in the minds
of young students.
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