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Abstract

Theology or theology is a science that discusses the principles of belief
and religious worldview based on rational and narrative reasoning and
responds to doubts raised in this field. Theology is an Islamic science
that relies more on the application of reason, science, and research in
matters of belief than on imitative belief. Theology, as the science of
defending beliefs, influenced Persian poetry and prose with themes
such as monotheism, prophecy, and resurrection, and poets such as
Sana'i and Nasir Khusraw used theological arguments in their poetry.
In the post-Islamic era, Mu'tazilite and Ash'ari theology influenced the
debating styles of literature and made the Persian language suitable for
expressing ideological issues, especially in works that linked nationalist
tendencies with Islamic teachings. This science also paved the way for
religious tolerance in literature. The present study, which was
conducted using a descriptive method, has examined the position of
theology and its impact on Persian literature. The results of this study
are that theology, as one of the Islamic sciences that defends religious
beliefs and examines issues of belief such as monotheism, divine
attributes, prophecy, resurrection, and predestination and free will, has
had a profound and multi-layered impact on Persian literature. This
influence began in the middle centuries of Islam (especially the fourth
to eighth centuries AH) and turned Persian-language poets and writers
into a tool for teaching and propagating theological topics, such that
Persian educational literature is incompletely understood without an
understanding of theological contexts.

Keywords: Theology, Persian Literature, Principles of Belief, Rational
Reasoning.
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