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Abstract

"Nanny" is a general term meaning a child's nurturer and nurse, who
can be female or male depending on her narrative role and the epic
setting. In Ferdowsi's epic stories, nannies play an effective role in
shaping the hero, transmitting moral values, and advancing emotional
and tragic knots. Nurses and worshipers are anonymous but pivotal
figures in the development of epic stories. The importance of nurses in
different stories and works varies depending on the role they play. In
the present article, which has been conducted using a library method,
the role and functions of nurses in the mythological structure of epic
narratives are examined and analyzed. The results of this study will lead
to a better understanding of the role of nannies in the development of
epic texts. The findings of the study showed that nannies in the stories
of Shahnameh often appear as loyal and supportive characters and play
key similarities in their roles and functions, the most important of which
are: loyalty and secrecy, physical and nurturing care, education and
transmission of values, protection against danger, and mediation and
emotional upbringing. In the Shahnameh, nurses are defined more by
function than by human nature; this flexibility is due to the epic and
mythological atmosphere of the stories. Most nurses, such as those of
Rudabeh or Manijeh, are human, but sometimes the role of nurse is
transferred to fairies or animals that have structural similarities to
humans, such as the Simorgh in the story of Zal and Rudabeh and the
cow in the story of Fereydun.
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