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Abstract

Speech intelligibility is a measure of the effectiveness of speech.
Speech intelligibility therapy in children is part of the speech therapy
(production) field and helps children pronounce sounds in words and
sentences correctly. Speech intelligibility is used in three areas: making
decisions about intervention, setting intervention goals, and evaluating
the effectiveness of the intervention. This measurement is often
expressed as a message that is heard and understood correctly. Speech
intelligibility does not refer to the quality of speech, as the message may
be fully understood by the listener but may be of poor or unnatural
quality. Therefore, a message whose quality has decreased may still be
intelligible. The present study is a descriptive and cross-sectional study
and its purpose was to investigate and analyze the speech intelligibility
of children aged 4 to 5 years. 68 children were randomly selected from
five districts of Isfahan as a sample; so that from each district in
kindergarten and from each kindergarten, a speech sample of seven
children was examined and analyzed to determine the speech
intelligibility. The findings of the study showed that the average
percentage of speech intelligibility in the entire sample population was
97.6 and its range was 90 to 100. According to these results, the ability
of speech intelligibility in children aged 4 to 5 years is almost similar
to that of adults.
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